Translation 4 June 2024

My fellow Indians,

The biggest festival of democracy, the 2024 Lok Sabha
Elections, is concluding today. My mind is filled with so
many experiences and emotions... | feel a boundless
flow of energy within myself. The 2024-Lok Sabha
elections are the first in the Amrit Kaal. | began my
campaign a few months ago from Meerut, the land of
the First War of Independence of 1857. Since then, |
have traversed across the length and breadth of our
great nation. After that, | came to Kanniyakumari...
entered into a 'sadhana’.

Amid this detachment, peace and silence, my mind was
constantly thinking about the bright future of Bharat,
the goals of Bharat. This land of Kanniyakumari gives an
indelible message of unity, especially to any person who
doubts Bharat's nationhood and the sense of unity.
Swami Vivekananda once said, 'Every nation has a
message to deliver, a mission to fulfil, a destiny to
reach."

For thousands of years, Bharat has been moving
forward with this sense of meaningful purpose. Bharat
has been a cradle of ideas for thousands of years. We
have never considered what we have acquired as our
personal wealth or measured it purely by economic or
material parameters. Therefore, 'ldam-na-mama’' (this is
not mine) has become an inherent and natural part of
the character of Bharat.

Bharat's welfare benefits our planet's journey to
progress as well. Take the freedom movement as an
example. Bharat gained independence on 15 August
1947. At that time, many countries around the world
were under colonial rule. Bharat's independence
journey inspired and empowered many of those
countries to achieve their own freedom. That same
spirit was seen decades later when the world came face
to face with the once in a century Covid-19 pandemic.
When concerns were raised about the poor and
developing countries, Bharat's successful efforts
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provided courage and assistance to many nations.

Today, Bharat's governance model has become an
example for many countries around the world.
Empowering 25 crore people to rise above poverty in
just 10 years is unprecedented. Innovative practices
such as Pro-People Good Governance, aspirational
districts, and aspirational blocks are being discussed
globally today. Our efforts, from empowering the poor
to last-mile delivery, have inspired the world by
prioritizing individuals standing at the last rung of
society. Bharat's Digital India campaign is now an
example for the entire world, showing how we can use
technology to empower the poor, bring transparency,
and ensure their rights, Inexpensive data in Bharat is
becoming a means of social equality by ensuring the
reach of information and services to the poor.

The whole world is witnessing and studying the
democratization of technology, and major global
institutions are advising many countries to adopt
elements from our model.

Today, Bharat's progress and rise are not just a
significant opportunity for Bharat alone, but also a
historic opportunity for all our partner countries around
the world. Since the success of the G-20, the world has
been increasingly envisioning a bigger role for Bharat.
Today, Bharat is being acknowledged as a strong and
important voice of the Global South. The African Union
has become a part of the G-20 group at the initiative of
Bharat. This is going to be a crucial turning point for the
future of African countries.

The development trajectory of Bharat fills us with pride
and glory. but at the same time, it also reminds the 140
crore citizens of their responsibilities. Now, without
wasting a single moment, we must step forward
towards greater duties and larger goals. We need to
dream new dreams, convert them into reality and begin
living those dreames.

We must see Bharat's development in a global context,
and for this, it is essential that we understand Bharat's
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internal capabilities. We must acknowledge Bharat's
strengths, nurture them, and utilize them for the
benefit of the world. In today's global scenario, Bharat's
strength as a youthful nation is an opportunity from
which we must not look back.

The world of the 21st century is looking towards Bharat
with many hopes. And we will need to make several
changes to move forward in the global scenario. We
also need to change our traditional thinking regarding
reform. Bharat cannot limit reform to just economic
reforms. We must move forward in every aspect of life
towards the direction of reform. Our reforms should
also align with the aspirations of a Viksit Bharat
(developed India) by 2047.

We must also understand that reform can never be a
unidimensional process for any country. Therefore, |
have laid out the vision of reform, perform, and
transform for the country. The responsibility of reform
lies with leadership. Based on that, our bureaucracy
performs, and when the people join in with the spirit of
Jan Bhagidari, we witness a transformation taking place.

We must make excellence the fundamental principle to
make our country a 'Viksit Bharat'. We need to work
quickly in all four directions: Speed, Scale, Scope, and
Standards. Alongside manufacturing, we must also
focus on quality and adhere to the mantra of 'zero
defect-zero effect.

We should take pride in every moment that God has
blessed us with birth in the land of Bharat. God has
chosen us to serve Bharat and fulfil our role in our
country's journey towards excellence. We must redefine
our heritage in a modern way while embracing ancient
values in a modern context.

As a nation, we also need to reassess outdated thinking
and beliefs. We need to free our society from the
pressure of professional pessimists. We must remember
that freedom from negativity is the first step towards
achieving success. Success blossoms in the lap of
positivity.
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My faith, devotion, and belief in the infinite and eternal
power of Bharat are growing day by day. Over the past
10 years, | have seen this capability of Bharat grow even
more and have experienced it firsthand.

Just as we utilized the fourth and fifth decades of the
20th century to impart a new momentum to the
freedom movement, we must lay the foundation for a
'Viksit Bharat' in these 25 years of the 21st century. The
freedom struggle was a time that called for great
sacrifices. The present times call for great and sustained
contributions from everyone.

Swami Vivekananda had said in 1897 that we must
dedicate the next 50 years solely for the nation. Exactly
50 years after this call, Bharat gained independence in
1947. Today, we have the same golden opportunity.
Let's dedicate the next 25 years solely for the nation.
Our efforts will create a strong foundation for the
coming generations and the coming centuries, taking
Bharat to new heights. Looking at the energy and
enthusiasm of the country. | can say that the goal is not
far away now. Let us take swift steps. Let us come
together and create a Viksit Bharat.
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For an extended version of this column, go to livemint.com.




